
Our Journey Companion 
 

Acts 17: 22-28  John 14: 15-21 
 

I have mentioned blogger Umair Haque before. His posts grow long and his views 
are not cheerful, but he manages to bring truth to light more often than not. A recent 
post made the case quite convincingly that our politics have become sociopathic.  

 
We have left the era when people could disagree but still believe in the shared 

desire for a better society with the one who disagrees. Instead, people disagree and 
demonize the other, a practice common from both sides of the political spectrum. It has 
gone from bad to worse and only shows signs of worsening further.  

 
'But, Bruce,' you protest, 'how is that sociopathic?' The term refers to that point 

when people abandon any sense of moral responsibility or social conscience. The point 
gets crossed when you become so self-absorbed by whatever is happening to you that 
you are indifferent to any harm that comes to others. 

 
Umair Haque wrote: "When you see Americans protesting lockdown, armed with 

rifles— that, my friends, is textbook sociopathy, a kind of sneering contempt towards the 
idea that society exists, matters, counts, or is even necessary."  

 
One sign at these protests actually stated: "Sacrifice the Weak: Re-Open." That is 

sociopathic. 
 
When you have gone down the rabbit hole of believing that the individual is all 

that matters and personal inconveniences for the sake of public safety need to be 
answered with threats and intimidation, we see the embrace of sociopathic activity. 
When protesters armed with assault rifles and other weaponry succeed in shutting down 
the Michigan Legislature, you are not only seeing the end of democracy but full-blown 
sociopathic behavior by both the protesters as well as the Legislature which has refused 
to ban weapons in the Capitol Building, forfeiting its moral and governmental obligation 
to its citizens for the sake of politics. Yet you are banned from bringing in a protest sign 
on a stick due to safety concerns, but you are permitted to bring in an assault rifle. 

 
As I have seen repeatedly in social media, when you are citing the US 

Constitution, claiming its provision of rights is being violated by public safety 
restrictions, then you have forgotten that the Constitution is a document that begins 
"We, the people," not "Me, my family, and my tribe." 

 
I hope you read the post with the email link to our website about our plans for 

resuming in-person worship services next month. There are strict requirements that 
people must adhere to in order for our resumption of in-person worship to be 
reasonably safe. It should be clear that we can function as a community or we can fail as 
a community. It depends on each of its members to uphold their responsibility to each 
other and to the community. If the requirements are disagreeable, stay home or sit in 
your car and listen over the speakers outside the sanctuary. We will miss you and 



respect your decision, but there will be no compromise of the requirements. We who 
cherish community would like to di it with you, but we will also do it without you if that 
is your choice. 

 
The point is that we are not alone ever. We do not exist in a social or a spiritual 

vacuum. We are no follower of our Lord, and indeed dismiss him and his Kingdom as 
irrelevant, when we pretend that our individual expectations take priority over the 
common good of the whole community, over the well-being of sisters and brothers amid  
a unique time and experience. 

 
Our scriptures remind us that we are not alone ever. In this post-Easter period, 

we continue to share with the disciples the struggle to understand God’s new direction 
in Jesus and the resurrection as traditional and customary equations get cast aside and 
we find ourselves in a strange new place, wondering if we’re alone in this. Jesus and 
Paul teach us that amid this anxiety and confusion, God is also close by, close enough to 
be right next to us and still remain unrecognized. 

 
In the reading from Acts, the apostle Paul is in the Greek capital city of Athens. 

After spending time there and preaching regularly in the synagogue and in the 
marketplace, he runs into a group of philosophers. They invite him to a meeting, 
presumably of other philosophers, being held by the Areopagus, a rock outcrop near the 
Acropolis also known as Mars Hill. In debating format, we hear Paul making his case to 
the Greek philosophers about the true nature of God. 
 
 Paul begins by noting the religiosity of the Greeks, having seen many different 
altars, shrines, and sacred places devoted to one god or another. He is particularly taken 
with the altar that is dedicated in an inscription to AN UNKNOWN GOD. From that starting 
point, Paul declares, Now what you worship as something unknown, I am going to 
proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth, and does not live in temples built by hands. In his explanation, Paul 
connects the work of God to the establishment of all humanity and God’s providence for 
the human creation, stating that God did this so that [people] would seek him and 
perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  
 
 Let’s remember that the Greek gods had dramatic myths surrounding their 
origins and activities, known for breaking the rules and interfering with human 
relationships – getting close. But Stoics and Epicureans were typical among the learned 
who understood that those were indeed myths. Their opinion held that the order of life, 
time, and space should be explored and understood philosophically. Philosophy can be 
highly abstract and inadequate for explaining personal experience. We find that’s often 
the case in Christian thinking, too, when theology gets into abstractions. The questions 
aren’t necessarily irrelevant; but they may be difficult and not have any adequate 
answer. Hence an unknown god is not odd here. 
 
 However, Paul has no qualms about making bold statements, insisting that the 
worship of idols, or better, holding to teachings that fail to embrace the true nature of 
God, require repentance or change. By the end, many disapprove of Paul’s counsel while 



a few others remain interested in exploring his teaching further. You have to figure that 
those who continued to pursue Paul’s teaching had to have been struck by his words: 
God did this so that [people] would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find 
him, though he is not far from each one of us.  

 
The Greek gods were seen as remote, and for the learned, the notion of God being 

close, with the devoted being able to reach out and find God not far from us would seem 
quite unusual. Having opened this doorway to the idea of God being close, a companion 
on life’s journey, we could easily imagine Paul introducing the subject of Jesus, risen 
Savior, Son of God. It’s no surprise that a few became new disciples, encouraged by the 
God who goes with them, a companion on life’s journey. 

 
This close presence of God gets expressed in another way by Jesus in his final 

discourse with his disciples in John 14. We pick where we left off last week. 
 
Jesus has been trying to explain that the time is fast approaching when he will be 

departing from them. Jesus wants them to understand where he is going, what he is 
doing, and what it all means. 

 
In this segment, we hear Jesus promising the coming of the Counselor, or Holy 

Spirit, or in Greek, the Paraclete. It’s a word we only find here in John and nowhere else 
in the New Testament. This Counselor refers not only to one who gives counsel, but also 
in the legal sense as an advocate, as a counselor in court. Remember that in the next 
chapter, Jesus will be reminding the disciples of the hatred that the world will heap 
upon them. The Paraclete, the Counselor, is to be their strength in times of trial and 
suffering under persecution, that time when the disciples are likely to feel most alone, 
anxious, and abandoned – on their own. Jesus will return to this notion of the Paraclete 
once again to end that segment about persecution (John 15: 26-27). 

 
The notion of a Counselor or a Comforter indicates the kind of priority that the 

relationship has. Jesus isn’t sending a teacher, or worse a substitute teacher. Jesus isn’t 
sending a Superman for a bodyguard. Jesus isn’t sending a corporate turnaround 
specialist to help build profitable revenue generators into a church programming, or a 
rich guy who wants to build a building to honor himself, or an evangelist who could 
make a bundle with a TV ministry. What a blessing! Thank you, Lord Jesus. And Lord, 
we’re sorry about those Christians and churches that never quite got your message.  

 
Jesus promises an advocate who knows and understands our struggles and seeks 

justice and goodness for us. Thank you, Jesus. 
 
Jesus concludes this section with the ‘I am in the Father, you are in me and I am 

in you’ statement design. It’s very hard to listen to and almost as hard to read as the 
relationships shifts several times within a single sentence. More important than sorting 
it all out is that the terms of the relationship are spelled out. Basically, we are all in this 
together, you and me and our Father. There is a circularity of love that indeed reveals 
Jesus himself to the one who loves likes Jesus and is devoted to Jesus. This way, Jesus 



becomes flesh once again in us as we embody his love for others. Each set identifies the 
close relationship Jesus will have with his loving faithful. 

 
The close intimacy of Jesus with his followers is a reflection of the close intimacy 

of Jesus with God. They are all united. And the disciples are united in the purpose and 
promise of God through Jesus.  
 
 This sacred intimacy is a source of comfort, assurance, and strength for the 
individual disciple. In this relationship, the faithful are able to find healing when broken 
and hurting, are able to discover one who knows and understands in times of confusion 
and doubt, and find strength in witness when weakness and insecurity can seem 
paralyzing.  
 

Let’s remember that Jesus becomes flesh once again in us as we embody his love 
for others. When this love is not embodied, there is no Jesus alive in us and with us. The 
faithful are given all of this so that their work for the kingdom of justice and 
righteousness will go forward. This special status is given so that the followers of Jesus 
can be active as the healers who bind up the wounds of others, who share in compassion 
and concern for others when their world is falling apart and they’re shaken and beaten 
down, who will stand up for the weak and vulnerable when the world’s powers seek to 
exploit and dominate.  

 
In this close companionship, we are to be the body of Christ for others, showing 

in our decisions, in our attitudes, in our actions, in our living, what salvation in Christ 
looks like. The faithful are then in Christ indeed as Christ is in them and becomes visible 
once again to the world through them. 

 
We find God is close, that Jesus is close, that the Counselor is close, when we 

manifest the love of Christ in our work of ministry. Absent that love which anchors the 
whole process, then there is no God, no Christ, no Counselor. Without love, we become, 
as Paul said in 1st Corinthians 13, a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

 
May we know that Jesus is close, and make our loving witness that enlivens him 

within and among us through our faithful work in ministry. 
 


