
Complete Commitment 
 

Joshua 24: 1, 14-25  Matthew 25: 1-13 
 
 A young man walked into a photography studio with a framed picture of his 
girlfriend. He wanted the picture duplicated. This involved removing it from the frame. 
In doing this, the studio owner noticed the inscription on the back of the photograph: 
“My dearest Tom, I love you with all my heart. I love you more and more each day. I will 
love you forever and ever. I am yours for all eternity.” It was signed "Helen.” Oh, and it 
contained a P.S.: “If we ever break up, I want this picture back.” 
 
 I think it’s natural for people like us to hedge our commitments. There are 
possibilities that lie ahead of whatever commitment we make that we’re pretty sure will 
leave us unable to complete our commitment. Having an “out” helps.  
 
 We depend on our vehicles just about every day and at every time to be able to get 
us where we want to go. However, we have to make a commitment to maintain our 
vehicle so that it can perform in the ways we expect. I had failed to do that. When we got 
back from Cape Cod in May, my mechanic told me that my front tires were getting thin 
and the back tires weren’t far behind. In short, I needed four new tires. At today’s rate 
for my car, that would be over $500. I was going to get it done in July, but my wife’s car 
needed major repairs which drained my car maintenance account (yes, I have a car 
maintenance account in my budget).  
 

It was close to being replenished and I was going to get those new tires in the next 
week or so, this now being November – six months after first being told to replace those 
tires – but then came Monday. Last Monday morning I had a pancaked front tire. The 
tread on the inside had worn to the cords and given up, thankfully in my driveway rather 
than on the road at high speed. I got out the donut which felt firm, changed the tire, 
dropped the car down and the donut then pancaked. I needed to be at work at 8am, was 
going to be late, and knew that there would be no time at all during the day to get the 
tire replaced and wouldn’t get home until after 9pm after the prison class. It would have 
to wait until Tuesday. Graciously, my daughter let me borrow her car.  

 
On Tuesday, it was a saga of tedium, stress, and exhaustion as one thing after 

another went wrong, putting me in bed just after 9pm, longing to put the day firmly 
behind me. 

 
Having failed in my commitment to keep my car well maintained, I failed at a 

host of other things as a result. When commitment is lacking, the results may not be too 
pretty. 

 
In our reading from Joshua, he is speaking to the elders and leaders of the tribes. 

He demands a decision from them about which god they will serve.  
 
As background, we need to know that in this ending record of Joshua’s 

leadership, the Hebrew people have now conquered and settled the Promised Land. 



They may be the dominant force, but there are other people and their cultures with 
whom God’s people co-exist, like the Amorites for instance. Some of the Hebrew tribes 
have accepted the worship of other gods, like the gods of the Amorites, into their 
religious life. Joshua now demands that the leaders and elders of the Hebrew tribes 
choose which god they will serve. Joshua states memorably, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” And Joshua means the Lord God alone. 
 
 In response, the tribal leaders recall God’s intervention on behalf of his people, 
bringing them out of Egypt, sustaining them through the wilderness, bringing them to 
the Promised Land, and finally bringing them victory in battle to gain that land. They 
eagerly affirm their desire to trust in the Lord God. 
 
 But perhaps too eagerly for Joshua who still hasn’t heard what he needs to hear. 
They may be swearing to serve the Lord God, but they didn’t say they would stop serving 
the other gods they worship. Joshua warns them that God alone is Lord and cannot 
tolerate their devotion to other gods. The worship of other gods compromises God’s 
peoples’ fidelity and trust – their commitment – to the one God alone. This divided 
attitude allows that, for them, there are other gods besides the Lord who are worthy of 
devotion and have power and truth with them. The Lord God will not stand for this, 
Joshua warns. The tribal leaders finally agree to throw out the foreign gods from their 
midst and enter into a covenant, a trust, a commitment to serve the Lord God alone. 
 
 This sounds really good. We certainly don’t have a problem serving other gods. 
Who were the Amorites anyway? And who cares? Amorite gods are no problem here, 
right? 
 

At issue for us is not Amorite gods, but the keeping of the trust, maintaining a 
complete commitment to remain faithful to one God.  
 

No, the gods we’re expected to cast out from our midst are deeply embedded in 
the fabric of our contemporary culture and indeed within our everyday lifestyles. It’s just 
like the Amorite culture among the conquering Hebrew tribes. Today, our culture 
deifies, or makes gods out of individualism (against community), consumerism (against 
discipline and conservation), extravagance (against simplicity), appearance (against 
substance), and so on. In every age, there are worldly gods that worm their way into 
peoples’ lives and drive a wedge into their devotion to the one God of all. 

 
Joshua’s challenge is a direct address to us, demanding that we, too, completely 

accept the Lord God, committing in faithfulness to him alone. Otherwise, we break our 
faith by worship and commitment to these common gods of our culture, while at the 
same time we profess our devotion and praise to the Lord God of our faith. Joshua tells 
us you can’t have it both ways. 
 
 In the temptation of these other gods in our society, we find the trap for the 
foolish. Our response to these gods is impulsively to serve them, believing they hold 
blessings for us that will bring joy, peace, security, fulfillment, power, and meaning into 
our lives. In our foolishness, we quickly betray our trust and covenant with the one God 



who alone can bring us these things we naturally long for. We buy instead of showing 
restraint. We value our own interests over the good of others. We weigh down our lives 
by adding on more and more, instead of seeking simpler, freer ways. If the Lord God is 
indeed the sole God of our lives, then these other gods have no place and our lives are 
truly devoted faithfully to serving God alone. 
 
 In the temptation of these other gods in our society, we find the trap for the 
foolish. Our response to these gods is impulsively to serve them, believing they hold 
blessings for us that will bring joy, peace, security, fulfillment, power, and meaning into 
our lives. In our foolishness, we quickly betray our trust and covenant with the one God 
who alone can bring us these things we naturally long for. We buy instead of showing 
restraint. We value our own interests over the good of others. We weigh down our lives 
by adding on more and more instead of seeking simpler, freer ways. If the Lord God is 
indeed the sole God of our lives, then these other gods have no place and our lives are 
truly devoted faithfully to serving God alone. 
 
 Then there are the ten virgins in Jesus’ parable, five wise and five foolish ones. 
The wise took extra oil for their lamps. They were prepared, completely focused on their 
mission commitment. Looking ahead, and thinking through their task, they bought tires 
when they realized the kinds of problems that could pop up … er, I mean, brought extra 
lamp oil just in case. 
 

However, the foolish ones apparently only took the oil that was already in their 
lamps, showing they were rather careless, unthinking, and perhaps just going through 
the motions. Their mission was compromised from the beginning by their lack of 
imagination and relative indifference. When the time came, the wise were ready, and the 
foolish failed.  

 
It may have seemed unkind for the wise ones to refuse to share their oil with the 

foolish. However, the wise ones likely realized that if they did so, they might fail in 
meeting their commitment. They don’t know how long it may be precisely, and the worst 
thing would be to have no one available when the groom arrived. The foolish ones 
sought to have the wise ones compromise their commitment to compensate for their 
own failures. 

 
The instruction to go to an oil merchant at – what – midnight would be like 

finding a store open at midnight to buy a flashlight. You better know what’s open at 
midnight because your choices are going to be slim. 

 
The groom arrived while the foolish ones were gone, and the wise ones went in to 

the wedding banquet with the groom.  
 
By the time the foolish ones return, the wedding feast is underway. When they 

knock to be let in, they’re turned away by the groom (presumably) as strangers. 
 
Of course, the parable refers to the coming day of the Lord, when the Messiah 

comes to establish the Kingdom. Who will be ready? Whose commitment will have been 



complete so that they’re recognized as those belonging to the Lord, sharing the 
messianic banquet? Those who are not recognized, whose commitment has been tepid 
and convenient, whose devotion has been routine and who has never pushed beyond 
comfortable bounds in faithfulness, they will be left outside. 

 
When the time comes for faithfulness to the ways of the Lord, we discover who 

are the faithful and who are the foolish. Everyone looks good … until the time comes 
when the challenge of faithful devotion presents itself. Then we see who is up for the 
challenge, prepared and responsive. And we see who is quite unprepared in faith and 
spirit to stand against the tide of struggle as the world demands our devotion and 
obedience, laying its claims upon us. 

 
The faithful in the parable enjoy the blessings of their Lord’s favor. The foolish 

have chosen the weak path, forfeiting the blessings of their Lord’s favor because they 
failed to truly value and commit themselves to the way of the Lord. 
 
 People who are faithful have learned the lessons of their faith and gorwn form 
those lessons to make them into organizing principles for their lives. They’ve invested 
time in studying the scriptures and learning from those who have dedicated their lives to 
faithful understanding. They’ve examined themselves and disciplined themselves to a 
dedicated seeking for the way of the Lord in daily life. They live their faith, and they still 
have plenty of time for golf, tennis, movies, theater, dining out, travel, and other 
pleasures in life. Their faith comes first, and the rest follows after their faith 
commitments, and always subject to their faith commitments. They’ve learned and 
become wise. 

 We might ask who our role models are. We might ask if we’re role models of 
faithfulness to others, like our children and grandchildren, our friends and neighbors. 
Or have we been examples of the foolishness of the ways of the world, showing our 
devotion, appreciation, and even adoration to the false gods that tempt each of us? Have 
we made that witness in our giving to the church, in our commitments of our time, in 
our sharing of our personal talents, or in our daily life choices?  
 

May we not be foolish like those who think there is room for devotion to these 
other gods. Rather, make your lives an offering of faithfulness and declare in word and 
deed along with Joshua, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 


